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TECHNOLOGY IN 2044

Bett is 30-years-old next year and over the past three decades 
the show has witnessed huge advances in the world of 
education technology. But what is in store for us over the next 
30 years? We asked a range of industry experts for their views

“We believe ‘education technology’ will not 
exist. Look more than 30 years into history and 
Arthur C Clarke: “Any sufficiently advanced 
technology is indistinguishable from magic.” 
He was right. Looking 30 years forward, he 
will be right in the sense that processes will be 
transparent, that we won’t identify a technology 
as an ‘education technology’, and that learners 
shouldn’t be aware that they’re learning using 
a ‘technology’. Future technology will be 
commoditised, the usage ubiquitous. Students 
will educate themselves with the same devices 
they use for every other part of their lives, with 
the application of the technology instinctive.” 
Tim Dalton, co-founder, Punnet (Stand 
G304).

“Wearable technology will have become 
the norm. Today’s Google Glass and 
‘smartwatches’ will make way for a neural 
network interlinking students and teachers 
around the world in a truly global classroom. 
Media will be customised and intelligent, with 
the student shaping their own experiential 
learning and feeding into the learnings of 
students around the world.”
Rebecca Bright, director, Therapy Box 
(Stand SN60).

“The year is 2044. People clutch their iPhone 
Nano Air 7s, cars run on high fructose corn 
syrup, and technology in education is not 
revolutionary. In 30 years, all of the ill-
informed, out-of-touch decision-makers in 
education will have stepped down from their 
positions to be replaced by individuals who’ve 
grown tired of seeing technology and data 
portrayed as the saviours of education. These 
new leaders will implement technology as a 
tool, just like a pencil, and use it as a means to 
support learning through authentic ways such as 
critical-thinking, collaboration, communication 
and respect.”
Santi Khairassame, co-founder, Open School 
EduTech (Stand IN1).

“Technology in education will continue the 
trend towards collaboration. Already this is 
seen in the classroom through tools such as 
electronic whiteboards, and apps for tablets, 
creating interaction between students, their 

peers and teachers. The proliferation of high-
speed mobile networks, combined with the 
universal take-up of SmartPhones and tablets, 
will extend this collaborative trend away from 
the confines of the school building to the space 
between schools and parents. This enables 
connectivity and interaction between them on 
an instantaneous, anywhere-anytime basis. It 
will ensure that physical distance is no longer a 
barrier between good communications.”
Simon Cohen, business development 
manager, Aress Software (Stand F106).

“Should there be a further improvement in 
telepresence, holographic or virtual reality 
technology, we could find that in 30 years’ 
time, classrooms as physical teaching 
environments are replaced by studios and 
virtual teaching, bridging the online and offline 
worlds. Education could be something we do 
throughout our lives, with a potential future 
where we still have schools, but physical 
attendance at school could be secondary to 
information access, and assessment of progress 
on a student is monitored through a range of 
algorithmic tools.”
Stephen Clarke, managing director, Contact 
Group (Stand A250).

“In 30 years, teachers will act as mentors. 
Platforms will provide a personalised learning 
experience and learning anytime, anywhere 
will be the norm. A Google Glass-like display 
will be used instead of laptops/tablets/phones to 
provide a more visual learning and interactive 
experience. Secondary, higher education and 
CPD will no longer exist – it will be viewed as 
lifelong learning where each student learns and 
progresses at their own pace.”
Stuart Bowness, CEO, MediaCore (Stand 
F83).

“In a time when mobile phones hardly existed 
– there was no Google, Facebook, laptops or 
tablets – very few people could foresee the 
seismic shift technology has brought us; 25 
years ago computers in classrooms were rare, 
now they’re in everyone’s pocket. Whereas a 
few years ago we had to think about when to 
use it, now it’s completely invasive and we 
believe the next 30 years will see the complete 

A look into the future
adoption of personal, always connected devices 
used for everything. We’re already beginning 
to see wearable computers used in everyday 
life and this trend will continue to create a true 
connected community. Learning without walls 
is here and now, all we have to do is realise and 
embrace it.” 
Lawrence Royston, managing director, 
Groupcall (Stand C390).

“The four-walled traditional classroom will not 
exist. With the pedagogy behind one-to-one 
device schemes and Bring Your Own Device 
(BYOD) likely to mature further, technology 
is increasingly in the hands of the learner 
rather than the teacher. This will lead to a more 
personalised and self-directed style of learning 
which will involve a blend of physical and 
online learning.” 
James Betts, managing director, Kudlian 
Software (Stand E118).

“In the next 30 years it is likely that we will 
have had several cycles of tech trend adoption, 
followed by introspective societal soul-
searching and reversal as we question efficacy 
and results. The teachers and managers of our 
schools in 30 years’ time are at school now in 
2013. Our responsibility to future generations is 
to give today’s students the greatest educational 
options and advantages, so they enter their 
careers equipped to educate and inspire in their 
turn.”
Lewis Bronze, director of content, Espresso 
Education (Stand D110).

“We expect that BYOD will be the norm, 
with learners making their own choice of 
device – potentially more than one. Software 
and data will live in the cloud, opening up 
genuine opportunities for anytime learning, 
anywhere across the globe. The 1985 prediction 
of the birth of social media as a key form of 
communication and collaboration will be more 
relevant than ever. Unlike today, every teacher 
will be a digital native and this matter-of-fact 
acceptance of technology as a part of life will 
ensure that it is embedded, relevant and useful 
within a school environment.”
Nick Madhavji, managing director, Joskos 
Solutions (Stand B388).

“IT advances over the past 30 years have been 
dramatic, starting with the advent of personal 
computers in the early 1980s and accelerating 
more recently with the pervasive influence of 
the Internet. Importantly, technological gains 
are already seeing these capabilities being 
coupled with effective safeguards/controls 
over their use, enabling teaching staff to adopt 
systems such as video/audio aids and self-
auditing equipment without being wary of the 
potentially negative consequences. Harnessing 
the power of hardware/software working in 
tandem is a key way to help teachers improve 
their efficiency and effectiveness for the benefit 
of their pupils in the decades ahead.” 
Trevor Wallace, managing director, eyeTeach 
(Stand G502).

Bett 2014 marks an important anniversary for the world’s largest event for learning 
technology as it turns 30. Ever since its first incarnation as the Hi Technology 
and Computers in Education Exhibition in 1985, both exhibitors and visitors to 

Bett have been shining examples of the innovation and creativity found throughout the 
education sector. Technology continues to develop in leaps and bounds year-on-year. 
With this in mind, SecEd asked exhibitors at Bett 2014 for their predications on what 
technology in education will look like in 30 years’ time. 
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